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Our High Performance
Program objectives
are to create a national
junior development
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network of National
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Centres for coaches
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From
the

President .

The last year has seen great victories on
and off the track. The sport continues to
grow with many of our athletes benefiting

from both our junior and senior programs.

The year held several significant meets
and our athletes proved yet again that
they were among some of the best

in the world.

Performances of significant note
this year included:

World Youth Championships
(Ostrava, Czech Republic, July 2007)
A rising star in the World Junior
Championships in 2006, Vicky Parnoy,
continued her ascent in 2007 as she won
Gold in the Girls’ Pole Vault by vaulting
a Championship Record of 4.35m in
Ostrava. Hamish Peacock, a 16 year old,
threw a personal best in the Javelin to
take out the Silver medal and Adam Bevis
(Octathlon) and Josh Hall (High Jump)
also recorded personal bests to win
Bronze in their events. Australia ranked
10th out of 41 nations competing in
the Championships.

World Championships in Athletics
(Osaka, Japan, August 2007)
Nathan Deakes was crowned World
Champion in the 50km walk when
he discarded his previous injuries to
walk a controlled and calculated race
beating a quality field.

Jana Rawlinson won the 400m hurdles
repeating her World Championship Gold,
which she won in 2003. This was a very
special victory in Australian athletics
history, given that Jana and husband/
coach Chris became the proud parents
of Cornelis some 8 months earlier.

World Cross Country Championships
(Edinburgh, Scotland, March 2008)
The Women's team placed third overall
with Benita Johnson finishing in 11th
position and the first Australian over
the line in a hotly contested race. The
Men'’s team competed in a world class

field, ranking 9th overall with Craig
Mottram placing 31st — the highest
placed Australian male.

In the Juniors, our boys placed

10th and the girls placed 7th overall.
All athletes gained invaluable experience
and hopes are high for the development
of these young people in future events.

World Indoor Championships
(Valencia, Spain, March 2008)

The Women'’s 800m race was

the highlight of the World Indoor
Championships when Tamsyn Lewis
was victorious over seven-time title-
holder Maria Mutola, who ran third.
The expression on Tamsyn’s face as she
crossed the line victorious said it all.

Steven Hooker also jumped into a
Bronze Medal at the Championships.

World Walk Cup

(Cheboksary, Russia, May 2008)
The Australian men’s team of Jared
Tallent, Luke Adams, Chris Erickson
and Adam Rutter finished with the
Bronze medal in the 20km event,
again highlighting our current
international standing in men’s walks.

Australian Paralympic Committee

A host of individual Paralympic
Championships events were held
throughout the year enabling Australian
athletes to qualify for the Paralympic
Games in September 2008.

We congratulate Australian

sporting legend, Louise Sauvage who
was inducted into the Sports Australia
Hall of Fame at its annual ceremony
on 11 October 2007. Louise is the first
Paralympic athlete to be inducted into
the Hall of Fame.

Our thanks go to the APC, the AlIS and
team leader Scott Goodman and his staff
for dedicated work in the Athletes with
Disabilities Programs.

High Performance Programs

In 2007-08 there was a strong focus on
recognising, developing and accrediting
coaches to ensure that Athletics Australia
led the way in best practice and that we,
as an organisation, could streamline
coaching skills and training. This is an
ongoing project and by the end of 2009
only accredited athletics coaches will

be recognised by the sport.

Our High Performance objective is to
build a focused and transparent system for
high performance that delivers exceptional
performance outcomes in a cost effective
manner by 2012. To achieve this high
performance objective, we implemented
two core strategies:

® The establishment of a network of
at least five event-focused National
High Performance Centres (NHPCs).
The aim of these NHPCs is to provide
coaches and athletes access to the best
support infrastructure within the State
Institute of Sport/State Academy of
Sport (SIS/SAS) framework. We already
have some of these centres in place:
ACT (400m, 400H and jumps); NSW
(sprints and relays); Victoria (Distance)
and WA (pole vault). 2008 also saw
the appointment of Matt Horneman
to the position of National Event
Coordinator — Throws.

¢ The creation of a national junior
development program to identify
and nurture talented young athletes.
In 2008,the Elite Junior Development
pathway continued with a new National
Under 17 Development Squad being
selected. The development of this group
is guided by the National Youth Event
Coaches (NYECs). Once again we have
also chosen a National Under 19 Talent
Squad, which will meet for two camps.
Coach development opportunities
are provided by the National Coaching
Coordinator, Michael Poulton, for
all personal coaches who attend the
camps. Athletics International personally



sponsors and supports the National
Under 19 talent squad and provides
individual mentors for each squad
athlete. Thirty plus athletes attend

the World Junior Championships in
Bydgoszcz, Poland, in July where they
will all have the opportunity to compete
on the international stage against

the world’s best junior athletes.

These strategies for our high
performance have been undergoing
review throughout 2008 with the intent
of refining the strategies from 2009-12
and to seek further funding from the
Australian Sports Commission for the
next Olympiad. A key part of the future
strategy will be coach development
and, as a step in the direction of

taking greater control of coaching

as recommended in the Elliott Report,
we assumed responsibility for coach
accreditation from 1 April 2008.

Our High Performance Program has
selected a youthful team for the Beijing
Olympics in August and we have high
expectations they will establish a strong
base of athletes around whom the
2012 London Team will be built.

The “Athletics for the Outback” program
is entering its fourth year and has had
some very exciting results with more
communities being involved in athletics
as a sport of choice. Through the program
many coaches are being accredited and
are delivering coaching programs on

a weekly basis. The introduction of

the Athletics for the Outback Internet
challenge gives remote schools and
communities the tool to compete against
others even in a different State or Territory.

The Jump Start to London 2012 program
has seen fantastic results with 52
Indigenous athletes achieving a national
qualifying standard over our All Schools,
Under 20/23 and open title meets. From
the 52 qualifiers 30 medals were won. The
future of this program looks very bright.

Acknowledgements

The Athletics Australia website was
awarded the Information Technology
Award at the 2007 Australian Sport
Awards. Further enhancements are planned
to ensure that our website continues to
be a valuable tool for both the general
public and athletics community.

I would like to sincerely thank the Australian
Sports Commission for their consistent
and growing support of athletics.

Also thanks to the Australian Olympic
Committee, the Australian Paralympic
Committee and the Australian
Commonwealth Games Association.

The IAAF controlling body has been

a tremendous help during the year
and | would like to specifically thank
IAAF President, Lamine Diack, General
Secretary, Pierre Weiss and IAAF
Councillor and Area Representative
for Oceania, Bill Bailey for their support
to me personally and to Australian
athletics throughout the year.

Thank you to our Board members for
their skilled and considered input over
the past 12 months. With 2008 being
an Olympic year the Board ensured the
policies were in place to develop our
elite athletes in readiness for Beijing.

A special thank you to the staff

and Management Team at Athletics
Australia who work tirelessly to keep
the wheels in motion toward our
common goals. Our Chief Executive
Officer, Danny Corcoran, is doing an
excellent job covering the many and
numerous functions of his position
with skill, patience and competence.

Thank you to our eight Member
Associations who work enormously
hard and are a pleasure to work with.
Your dedication to the sport does not
go unnoticed and | genuinely thank you
for your commitment and hard work.
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| would also like to thank the Athletics
Australia Committees and Commissions
for the time and expertise they provide
to the organisation.

Thanks to our footwear and apparel
sponsor, Asics, our Hotel supporter,
Accor, our beverage supporter, Cadbury
Schweppes and Television supporter, SBS.

A special thank you to all the
coaches, parents, officials, volunteers
and supporters who do so much to
help our athletes achieve their goals.

Athletics is often overlooked as the
foundation sport for nearly all sports:
running; jumping and throwing. We
struggle, along with other Olympic
sports, to keep and develop our share
of talented young Australians against
the financially strong and powerful
professional sports in Australia.

Athletics’ challenge is to remain
relevant in today’s fast changing world
with so many options open to our young.

It is important we all work together,
in a spirit of harmony, to improve the
sport of Athletics throughout Australia.

Finally, | wish all our athletes great
success in the 2008/09 season and
in their future athletics goals.

Rob H Fildes OAM
President
Athletics Australia
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From the
Chief Executive

Officer

It is with great pleasure that | provide you
with my Chief Executive’s report for the
2007-2008 financial year. The year past
has not only been dotted with high points
on the international stage, including gold
medals at World Championships, but
also with steady progress made in the
development of the sport. Our financial
performance for the year shows another
positive result, which is our fourth in
succession, and demonstrates the care
taken by all involved at Athletics Australia
to ensure we manage the sports’ funds
in a sustainable manner. The end of year
surplus will be $115,854.00 with cash
reserves of $1.6m.

With the assistance of the Australian Sports
Commission and the IAAF we once again
conducted a successful World Athletics
Tour (WAT) meet, with many international
names gracing our shores to compete not
only in the Melbourne WAT, but also in the
Sydney Grand Prix. We were fortunate to
be able to showcase world class athletes of
the caliber of Asafa Powell, Jeremy Wariner
and Valerie Villi in our meets along with
a host of Australian stars. This is not only
great for athletics fans but it is important
for our athletes who find the competition
invaluable and enabled many to achieve
season and personal bests, qualifiers for
the Olympic Games and much needed
international competition prior to the
European season. Australia continues

to see the WAT as a valuable asset to
Australian athletics as well as for our
athletes and the wider Australian public.
The 2008 WAT meeting generated media
coverage throughout Asia and Europe and
profiled Australia as a preferred southern
hemisphere destination for competition
outside of the European season.

During the past year, we entered the
final year of our 2004-2009 Strategic Plan.
As a result, we were again firmly focused

on the five key pillars that underpin
our overall direction as we continue
to implement the recommendations
of the Athletics Australia/Australian
Sports Commission Review.

The five key pillars are:

1. Financial Stability

The financial position remains positive,
even with the loss of our major sponsor
Telstra at the end of 2007. The Athletics
Australia Board and Management have
worked tirelessly to maintain a positive
financial position and we are committed
to maintaining cash reserves in excess of
$1.5m to ensure that we can provide for
any emergency situations that may arise.

2. High Performance -

Elite Senior Programs

A key plank in the High Performance plan
has been the establishment of discipline-
focused National High Performance Centres
(NHPCs). The multi discipline nature of the
sport of athletics required a new approach
towards the management of the High
Performance program. These centres
could not have been established without
the assistance of our State Institutes and
State Academies of Sport partners and we
thank them for their invaluable support.

Athletics Australia has already
implemented several of these event
focussed National High Performance
Centres with specialist National Event
Coordinators to manage and coordinate
the various disciplines nationally.

The High Performance centres currently
in place at the following institutes:

e Australian Institute of Sport (ACT)
—walks, jumps, 400m/400m
hurdles program;

¢ Victorian Institute of Sport —
National distance program;

¢ New South Wales Institute of Sport
— National sprints, hurdles & relay
program; and

e Western Australian Institute of Sport
— Pole Vault.

4
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We will review the performance of
this structure post the Beijing Olympic
Games, as we are very much aware
that our athletes and coaches require
additional support in their home
environments to enable them to
continue to perform at the elite level.

Elite Junior Programs

As our elite junior programs continue

to grow in stature | would like to thank
Program Manager Sara Mulkearns and her
staff for their tireless work in selecting and
preparing our junior teams. The logistics
involved in coordinating these groups
along with the coaching and development
activities provided during these camps

is an investment in our athletes and
Australia‘s athletics future. We are very
pleased with the performance of this
program and the results it is producing.

3. Development

We must also pay tribute to the excellent
work being done by our Member
Associations. We are currently working
on some great initiatives to provide clear
pathway opportunities for our athletes,
coaches, officials and volunteers.

We have developed an increased ability
to Talent ID the next generation of stars
not only through the State Institutes and
Academies of sport, but also through our
fast growing Indigenous program which
is being very well managed by Athletics
Australia staff member Sally McGrady.

The introduction of coach of merit
funding, professional development
funding as well as coaching clinics and
camps has been well received by the
coaching community. We have continued
our work with the Australian Track and
Field Coaches Association to develop a
mutually satisfactory position to accredit
our coaches and plan the way forward
to improve the recruitment, development
and retention of Australian coaches.

I would like to recognize the contribution
of Michael Poulton and Athletics Australia
Director, Nick Moore’s work in the
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rower Jarrod Bannister smashes the Australian record and takes out his second Australian title.
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Queensland

Athletics Athletics

New South Wales

coaching area. Their combined leadership
and direction has been invaluable in this
vital area of our sport.

Our ongoing work with our Member
Associations to improve the competition
structure of athletics in Australia saw the
second edition of the Australian Athletics
Cup. This is a State based competition held
in Brisbane each year and again has been
well received and supported by all. Teams
competitions are few and far between in
athletics and the Australian Athletics Cup
is a team-based competition, the likes

of which has not been seen in Australia
for many years. This year’s competition
was no less exciting than the first edition
and was again won by Victoria. We
thank David Gynther for his initiative

in enabling this competition to develop
from concept to reality.

The National Series meets were

again well supported by the Member
Associations with the overall winner
being our athletes with great athletics
meetings to prepare for the bigger
meets of the season.

4. Brand

We have now successfully re-branded the
whole sport with all Member Associations
updating their own logos in line with our
national approach. The logos not only
look great, but are individually dynamic
and are collectively very recognizable

as part of a unified sport.

5. Governance and Structure
Athletics Australia has continued dialogue
with all the various stakeholders in an
attempt to have one sport of athletics
in Australia. This objective was a goal
established by our Member Associations
at our annual conference in May 2008.
There is lots of work to do in this area
but we have made progress with several
of our stakeholders including the
Professional Leagues, Masters, Ultras
and Mountain Runners. We have had
ongoing discussions with Australian

Athletics
ACT
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Athletics

Tasmania

Athletics

Victoria

Little Athletics (ALA) but it is apparent
that the two organisations have different
objectives as to their reason for operation.
Primarily, Little Athletics see themselves as
a foundation activity for all sports and not
specifically as the sole pathway into senior
ranks. As is the case with many Australian
sporting activities it is the domain of the
clubs concerned to ensure that junior
participants are catered for, thus ensuring
a continuous and unbroken pathway into
senior ranks. This will require a paradigm
shift in the way we approach athletics
but is a crucial development to ensure
the ongoing health of our sport. Athletics
Australia has extended an invitation to
ALA to compete in the Australian Athletics
Cup in 2008 and | am pleased to say that
the invitation was accepted and their
participation was an outstanding success.
Like all sports we must focus on the
transition and retention of our young
athletes and provide quality coaching
and a fun competitive environment.

Acknowledgements

Again | must warmly thank our President,
Rob Fildes and the Athletics Australia
Board for their support and direction over
the past year. Speaking from a personal
viewpoint and for the sport as a whole we
are extremely fortunate to have a President
and Board who not only have a thorough
understanding of the sport but who are
passionately committed to improving
the sport of athletics in Australia.

I would like to thank the Australian
Sports Commission (ASC) for their ongoing
support with special thanks to Mark Peters
and the ASC team. Also thanks to our
Member Associations for their commitment
to athletics at grassroots level as without
their contribution our sport would not
function as it does.

Thanks to our footwear and apparel
sponsor, Asics, our Hotel supporter,
Accor, our beverage supporter, Cadbury
Schweppes and Television supporter, SBS.

Athletics

SouthAustralia

Athletics

Northern Territory

Athletics

Western Australia

Special thanks to the great work
of the Oceania Athletics Council,
specifically Executive Director, Yvonne
Mullins, Athletics Australia Director
Bill Bailey and my fellow Councillors
on the Oceania Athletics Council.

Special thanks also to our State Institutes
of Sport and Academy of Sport partners
who have supported our High Performance
plan and who were instrumental in its
implementation.

Finally, I would like sincerely to thank the
Athletics Australia staff, coaches, officials
and volunteers for the countless hours
they give to assist in the running of our
sport. Without your support we could not
run our sport as effectively as we do and
in particular, run the world-class athletics
meetings we host each year. Thank you.

We now look forward to 2008, the year
in which the Olympic Games will be held
in the People’s Republic of China for the
very first time.

Yours in sport

Danny Corcoran
Chief Executive Officer
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In demanding conditions, Luke
Adams crosses the line to finish 7th
in the 20km race walk at the 11th
IAAF World Athletics Championships
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y to winning the 3000m at the Australian Championships in Brisbane.

cused Craig Mottram on his;
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From the
Australian Sports
Commiission

Australia, for its small population

and remoteness of location, continues
to confound the world with its
achievements on the international
sporting stage. This position has

been reached by the development of

a comprehensive and effective national
sport system that encourages sport

and physical activity for all Australians
and creates opportunities to enable those
who are talented and motivated to reach
their potential. This system has evolved
with the strong support of the Australian
Government, State/Territory and local
governments, the private sector and
sporting organisations at all levels.

At the national level, primary responsibility
for developing and directing sport lies
with national sporting organisations.

On behalf of the Australian Government,
the Australian Sports Commission plays
central leadership, coordination, funding
and advocacy roles in the operation of the
Australian sport system, largely through
the national sporting organisations.
Indeed the Australian Government,
through the Commission, is the major
investor in Australian sport.

In 2007-08 the Australian Government,
through the Commission, provided
Athletics Australia with funding in the
order of $5.9 million for the development
of the sport and its continued
enhancement at the grass-root and elite
levels, including an allocation of more
than $1.5 million for the Australian
Institute of Sport Athletics program.

In addition, the Commission also provided
direct support of $289,000 to targeted
athletes under the Australian Government
Sports Training Grant to assist in their
preparation for the Beijing 2008 Games.

In response to a request from Athletics
Australia, in April 2008 the Australian
Sports Commission provided funding for
an independent consultant to assess the
commercial opportunities in delivering the
sport of athletics in Australia. While there
have been numerous reviews of athletics
in the past, this is the first which has
specifically examined commercialisation
of the sport, identified the current barriers
and detailed the changes that will be
needed if the sport is to be able to
reposition itself in order to take advantage
of the opportunities that exist.

This is a “whole of sport” challenge,
requiring the support of the Athletics
Australia Board, Member Associations
and stakeholders. On behalf of the
Commission, | look forward to their
collective response to the review, and to
working with Athletics Australia in future
for the betterment of Australian sport.

Brent Espeland
Acting Chief Executive Officer
Australian Sports Commission
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For High Performance, the World
Championships, World Youth
Championships, World Cross Country
and the World Walk Cup highlighted
the year 2007-2008. The development
of the National Event Coordinator (NEC)
structure continued with the appointment
of a part time NEC in Throws.

World Championships

Australia came home from the 2007
World Championships in Osaka with two
World Champions and some individual
results that would be encouraging in the
lead up to the 2008 Olympic Games.

World Record holder Nathan Deakes
won gold in the 50km Walk and Jana
Rawlinson completed a remarkable
comeback winning gold in the 400m
Hurdles, having had a baby just 8 months
prior. Both results were well deserved
and resulted from excellent preparation
with due considerations for the difficult
conditions that confronted athletes

in Osaka.

The other team results for Australia

were mixed with fewer than expected
Top 8 finishes, but some exceptional
results from the young emerging athletes.
Sally McLellan, in a sign of things to come,
made the semi finals in both the 100m
sprint and 100m Hurdles and registered
personal bests (PB) in doing so. Sean Wroe
ran a PB in the 400m Semi Final and John
Steffensen ran under 45 secs twice, only
to be denied a finals birth by the slightest
of margins. Dani Samuels, at only 19 years
of age, missed the women'’s discus final
by an agonising margin, as was the case
with Scott Martin in the men’s shot put.

The final analysis will show Australia
finishing 7th on the Medal tally thanks to
two gold medals, though a disappointing
23rd on the points table.

World Youth Championship Horizontal Jumps, High Jump, 400m

A more detailed report is provided and most recently Throws. In partnership
in Elite Youth Development section with the State Institutes and Academies
on the World Youth Championships, of Sport, Athletics Australia has funded
though in short, the Australian team’s State Performance Coordinators to
results were impressive. Credit for the manage the high performance needs
results are due in part to the education, of athletes in each state.

preparation and support delivered as
part of the National Youth programs
over the previous 12 months.

The AIS continues to be a centre of
high performance sport with athletes
from a range of disciplines including

Australia finished with 4 medals — Walks, Long Jump, 400m, 400m hurdles
Gold, Silver and two Bronze and a and AWD’s. Athletics Australia’s role in
further 15 top 8 finishes, including the AIS program is through the joint
the women'’s 4x400m relay. Performance Enhancement Framework.
World Cross Country Max Binnington

Held in Edinburgh, Australia entered National High Performance Manager

teams in each division of the 2008
World Cross Country Championships
and the decision was vindicated with
a Bronze medal to the Women'’s team.
Consisting of Benita Johnson, Lisa
Weightman, Victoria Mitchell, Melissa
Rollison, Anna Thompson and Melinda
Vernon, the Australians ran over the
top of the team from the USA in the
final lap to claim third place.

The first Australians in each of the
divisions were, Benita Johnson 11th
and Craig Mottram 31st in seniors,
and Emily Brickacek 21st and Ryan
Gregson 31st in juniors.

World Walk Cup

Held in Cheboksary, Russia, the Australian
men's team of Jared Tallent, Luke Adams,
Chris Erickson and Adam Rutter finished
with the Bronze medal in the 20 km
event, again highlighting our current
international standing in men’s walks.

High Performance Program

The Athletics Australia High Performance
Program continues to develop through
the system of National Event Coordinators
for Sprint Relays, Middle & Long Distance,
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High Performance (continued)

2007-2008 has been an important
year in the development of the Athletics
Australia Coach Accreditation
Framework. Significant progress has
been made in the area of membership,
member protection and course delivery.
Further, significant coach development
initiatives have been conducted
throughout the year in conjunction
with the National Elite Junior programs
and for elite coaches in preparation
for the Beijing Games.

Athletics Australia and the Australian
Track and Field Coaches Association
(ATFCA) have agreed to develop the
accreditation program and ensure that
all Accredited Athletics Coaches are
members of either Athletics Australia
through its Member Associations or the
ATFCA. This will result in all Accredited
Athletics Coaches being fully covered by
Member Protection provisions, including
insurance and will ensure the sport can
protect and promote the integrity of
an Accredited Coach.

An important target for 2009 is for the
sport to be in the position to announce
that only Accredited Coaches are qualified
to work in clubs and schools, with teams,
at venues and with all other networks
associated with the sport of athletics.

In relation to course delivery, again
Athletics Australia and its Member
Associations have reached agreement
with the ATFCA and its State Branches
regarding the offering of Level | & I
Coach Education courses. Member
Associations, where possible, are
now actively involved with the ATFCA
State Branches in promoting and
coordinating coach education courses.
This new initiative has already resulted
in more courses and more participants.

Coach development continues to be

a priority for Athletics Australia. Eight
separate workshops were organised

by state-based coaches and Member
Associations or Institutes and funded

by Athletics Australia throughout the year.
Covering topics from Middle Distance to
Power and Speed, these workshops were
designed with specialist presenters working
with local coaches and athletes. Additional
Professional Development funds were
made available for eligible coaches to
attend other workshops and events.

The Elite Coach Development Program,
funded by the Australian Sports
Commission and coordinated by Athletics
Australia has now grown to 4 coaches
with 2 more to be added in 2008-09.
This program provides specific funds for
international experience and professional
development for nominated elite coaches.

Four workshops have been run specifically
for personal coaches of the Under 17 and
Under 19 National Elite Junior programs,
along with the Elite Coaches Forum held
in November 2007 as part of the planning
process for the Beijing Games. The central
theme to all workshops has been the
sharing of knowledge and experience

of our coaches across and within each
discipline. The relationships that have
been formed continue to be significant
for the development of coaching expertise
at all levels.

In 2008-09, Athletics Australia will
continue to refine the Athletics Coach
Accreditation Framework and initiate
a review of the structure, content and
delivery modes of Coach Education.
Work on furthering the development
of coaches in the national programs
will continue along with the hosting of
event specific workshops and seminars.

Mick Poulton
National Coaching Co-ordinator
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Whilst all eyes post Beijing will be fixed

were held in Ostrava, Czech Republic
July 11-15. Australia was represented
by 31 athletes, most of whom were

on London 2012, the younger athletes
in these junior programs will look towards
2014 and 2016 with much anticipation.

The National Development Pathway (NDP)
has continued on from the fine start it had
in the past 12 months. The National Youth

Event Coaches (NYEC) have assisted the
National Under17 Development Squad
and the National Under19 Talent Squad
and their personal coaches with their
knowledge, experience and support.
Athletics Australia thanks all NYECs for
their strong contribution to our emerging
junior athletes.

The National Under 17 Development
Squad were put through their paces

at a camp at the Australian Institute

of Sport in February where they were
guided by our NYECs and learnt from
the AIS sports service providers in
valuable areas such as goal setting,
media and marketing, nutrition and
recovery practices. The squad then
travelled to the Sydney Grand Prix meet
and watched Australia’s finest compete
against the other international athletes.
The squad really enjoyed each other’s
company and the opportunity to attend
this big competition, as well as a private

meeting with our very own Tamsyn Lewis.

part of the 2006 Under 17 Development
Squad. The team achieved great results
with 19 top 8 performances and

an additional 7 top 16 performances.
A wonderful team effort supported

by a super team of officials.

The National Under 19 Talent Squad
came together for two programs.
Supported by Athletics International,
these athletes met at the AIS. The focus
of the program was “Protect Your Dream”
looking at the ways in which each athlete
needs to work in order to achieve their
dream. Educational sessions focussed
on this theme and also international
competition and transition into the senior
ranks. The mentor program was again

a huge success with former National
representatives lending a hand to assist
in the development of our elite juniors.

The NDP also featured some mini
event specific camps with our NYECs
at the helm. Event groups covered were
High Jump, Long/Triple Jump, Distance,
Throws and Pole Vault. These camps
were well received by the athletes

and their personal coaches.

Sara Mulkearns
National Youth Development Manager



Page Sixteen

High Performance (continued)

The 2007-08 reporting period has seen

further solidification of Athletics Australia’s

commitment to the inclusion of athletes
with a disability (AWDs) through:

¢ The running of the 2nd Athletics
Australia Underage AWD
Championships in Canberra from
16-18 November 2007. Thanks to the
support of the ACT Athletics fraternity
in particular Greg Gilbert and Michael
Thomson. 82 Underage and/or Open
Australian AWD Records were broken
at the Championships.

¢ The running of the 8th combined
AWD and “able-bodied” National
Championships in Brisbane on 28
Feb-1 Mar 2008. 20 Open Australian
AWD Records were broken at the
Championships.

¢ The continual improvement of the
competition and training pathways
at Interclub, Regional and State level
provided by Athletics Australia
Member Associations.

e Continued AWD events coverage
in the National Series and Grand
Prix Meets.

¢ The maintenance of Open and
Underage AWD Records. Over 180
Open and Underage AWD National
Records have been processed over
the last 12 months.

¢ The inclusion of Kurt Fearnley in
the Athletics Australia IAAF World
Championships Team, in Osaka, from
25Aug-2 Sep 2007 where he won the
1500m Wheelchair exhibition event.

¢ Emerging Talent Coordination in
close conjunction with the Australian
Paralympic Committees (APC) State

Development Officers to support the
APC’s Talent Search Program to expand
and strengthen an Athletics Australia
Paralympic Preparation Program
(AA-PPP) Emerging Talent Squad.
Brett Jones has been coordinating
this approach, which aligns with

the APCs Talent Search initiatives,
but also provides some Athletics
specific targeting and identification.
As a result of this approach we have
over 40 "new"” athletes that we are
nurturing for 2008 Beijing Paralympics
and beyond.

¢ Coach Education has also been
made a significant AA-PPP focus.
Alison O’Riordan, in consultation
with the ATFCA and Michael Poulton
has been implementing a number of
coach education initiatives to further
develop this area. The philosophy
being that if we have a larger pool
of committed and competent coaches,
then our ability to adequately support
the Emerging Talent squad athletes
and athletes with a disability generally
is greatly heightened.

AWD Advisory Commission

Athletics Australia formed an AWD
Advisory Commission during 2007-08
and to date two formal Meetings have
been held, but communication and

discussion flows on an almost daily basis.
One of the intentions of this Commission

is to strengthen inclusive practices within
Athletics Australia and its Member
Associations for the benefit of all AWDs.
The Commission will address and drive
a number of AWD related matters that
are outside the realms of the AA-PPPs
paradigm and hopefully more evenly
spread the responsibility for inclusion
throughout the Athletics Australia
network. Janelle Eldridge has been
appointed the inaugural chairperson
for the Commission.

6th INAS-FID World Athletics
Championships, Fortaleza, Brazil,

16-23 September 2007

In accord with the Memorandum

of Understanding between Athletics
Australia and AUSRAPID the two bodies
worked closely to prepare and send an
Australian Athletics Team to compete at
the 2007 INAS-FID World Championships.

The Australian team consisted of 11
athletes and 3 staff including:

o Athletes: Rebecca Kane (Vic),
Stephanie Schweitzer (NSW), Craig
Muhlbock (NSW), Nathan Sullivan
(NSW), Murray Goldfinch (ACT), Paul
Mitchell (WA), Tanya Krome (QLD),
Tristra Moxham (QLD), Lindsay Sutton
(QLD), Darren McFaul (QLD) and Colin
Abbey (QLD).

¢ Staff: Michael Thomson (Team
Manager), Lorraine Feddema (Head
Coach) and Panais Negropontis
(Throws Coach and Masseur).

The team returned with two Gold Medals
(Murray Goldfinch, Shotput and Lindsay
Sutton, Hammer) and two Bronze medals
(Colin Abbey, Long Jump and Tanya
Krome, Hammer) along with numerous
personal bests, national records and 1
World Record (Lindsay Sutton, Hammer).
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AA-PPP Update

The partnership with the Australian
Paralympic Committee (APC) whereby
Athletics Australia undertakes the
responsibility for the preparation of the
Paralympic Athletics Team commenced in
2001. Athletics Australia receives substantial
Australian Sports Commission funding
through the APC to manage the AA-PPP.

The AA-PPP mission for the 2008 Beijing
Paralympic Games is to have our best
ever away-Games performance. This
means that we must finish in the Top 2
Nations. This is a difficult but attainable
challenge in an environment where more
countries are investing greater resources
than Australia.

Athletics Australia

The primary goals for the AA-PPP during
2007-08 were to:

e Secure as many quota spots as possible
for the 2008 Beijing Paralympic
Games. This was a complex process
and based on World Rankings from
targeted/registered events. Australia
was able to secure 48 positions (24
male and 24 females). This was the
equal second largest allocation with
Brazil (48) behind China (80).

e Focus primarily on a domestic
preparation through a series of
camps and competitions with a major
emphasis on our annual Townsville
camp and associated competitions
in September 2007.

Richard Nicholson (T54) in action at the Australian Championships in Brisbane.
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e Complete the AA/APC nomination
process (i.e. linked with camps and
competitions program) to ensure that
we can field an extremely competitive
athletics team at the 2008 Beijing
Paralympic Games.

We are pleased to report that the AA-PPP
successfully completed these goals during
the reporting period.

Scott Goodman

Athletics Australia Paralympic
Program Manager

2008 Beijing Paralympic Games
Athletics Head Coach
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Marketing and
Communications

With challenges at every corner the
2007-08 year has been one of ups
and downs but the overall achievements
of both the athletes and the sport have
been recognised through the growing
traction of the Athletics Australia brand
and genuine interest from the general
public in athletics, and what we have
to offer. Like the sport of athletics,

the marketing and communications
area has a lot to cover and with the
support of athletes, coaches, clubs,
state associations, officials and other
Athletics Australia departments, we
are making some important inroads
into financial capability, profile and
the long term future of the sport.

A strong increase in crowd for the World
Athletics Tour and increased attendance
across Athletics Australia events.

Website growth, a record number
of unique browsers and strong
subscriber increase.

The John Landy Lunch Club established as
a key function on the Melbourne corporate
calendar and introduced in Sydney.

The establishment of a recreational
running membership category through
which fun runners automatically become

2008 season Attendances

members of the sport and a move to
implement management of the Running
Australia program to the states.

The launch of the new Athletics Australia
and Asics Australian Team Uniform in

Osaka, Japan and Ostrava, Czech Republic.

With the build up to the Olympics and
the success of our World Champions,
expectations on the season, website
and other key result areas were high.

To capitalize on the increased profile
and interest in the sport we worked
with Sydney agency ACMN, Jump Media,
and local organising committees, state
organisations, sponsors and state Little
Athletics organisations to bring athletics
to more people. Limited budgets inspired
creative ways of spreading the athletics
message and were rewarded with strong
crowds and enthusiasm.

A key strategy was to align with other
sporting clubs and promote our meets
to their membership base. This was
successful in Victoria, but the uptake
was limited in the other states. The
relationships established through this
strategy will continue to pay dividends
in the future and will bring an already
sports orientated audience to the
foundation sport of athletics.

Another key contact group was schools,
which were invited to participate in a
web-based competition to win tickets
and bus transport to the meet in their
state, and an elite athlete and coach
clinic at their school. All entrants received
tickets to the relevant meet. This initiative
was successful in keeping athletics at
the forefront of teachers’ minds in term

1 and attracted a significant amount

of interest from schools and students.

To engage Little Athletics participants
and their families a “Warm up with

the Champions” event was held at

the Sydney Grand Prix, World Athletics
Tour in Melbourne and the National
Championships in Brisbane. Little Athletics
participants and their families were invited
to register to participate in a warm

up session with elite athletes including
Nathan Deakes, Jana Rawlinson, Sally
McLellan and Benn Harradine. The
participant and accompanying parent
were offered free tickets and many
brought additional paying attendees
through the gates.

Strengthening relationships with

press outlets in Melbourne, Sydney

and Brisbane as well as pushes into radio
and outdoor advertising saw the profiles
of the meets and of athletics in general
increase considerably.

Event Date 2008 2007 2006
Canberra 26 January 2,300 2,100 3,000
Sydney 16 February 5,245 6,123 (AC) 12,000
Melbourne 21 February 9,885 7,000 6,000
Brisbane 28 February — 1 March (AC) 11,080 (AC) 10,238 2,500
National series Various 11,800 11,200 12,200
Total season 40,310 36,661 35,700

(AC) — Australian Championships



As expected, with our world-class
athletes battling for a place in the team
for Beijing, and the likes of Asafa Powell,
Jeremy Wariner, Sherone Simpson and
Valerie Villi, the interest in the Australian
Athletics season was high. Across most
offerings we had an increase in crowds
and the best gate figures since 2002,
and the IAAF World Athletics Tour Meet
in Melbourne was regarded as one of
the best crowds in the past decade.

This has been identified as an area

of priority for Athletics Australia and
the Marketing department in particular.
Understanding the factors that affect
sporting choice and how we as a sport
can best cater to the needs of current and
potential participants has been investigated
and strategies have been developed and
implemented for recreational running
which was identified as the largest target
group. Further investigation into youth
and club athletics, and pathways from
schools into athletics has begun. This is
a key priority based on market research
as to the requirements of sponsors and
partners and their interest in grassroots
programs and numbers within a sport.

The Government and the Australian Sports
Commission also consider engaging youth
in sport as a high priority.

2007-08 has been a challenging time
for sponsorship throughout the sporting
landscape. With the outstanding support
of our Principal partner the Australian
Sports Commission, our apparel partner
Asics, and all of our commercial sponsors
and partners we went into the season
with confidence that we would attract

a new principal sponsor following Telstra’s
farewell in December. The Telstra
relationship was long and fruitful for
both the sport and Telstra but as happens,
a need for greater brand coverage and
content was identified as new technology
grew in importance, and Telstra turned
its interest to larger professional sports
to achieve its new objectives.

Elite Sports Properties (ESP) were
appointed in May 2007 to undertake
the search for a sponsor and after twelve
months had identified that for a number
of reasons a sale of the principle
sponsorship would be challenging.
Many lessons were learnt through the
ESP consultancy and we thank them for
their endeavours. Sponsorship sales are
now handled in house by the marketing

Total attendances for Athletics Australia events 2002-2008

35000
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department with the assistance of former
HSV Sponsorship Manager John Crennan.

In 2007 we launched new partnerships
with compression supplier 2XU and
Athletics International and have worked
closely with these, and our existing
partners to leverage their relationships
with athletics in Australia.

Athletics Australia would like to thank
and recognise its partners and sponsors
for the 2007-08 financial year.

e Australian Sports Commission

— principal partner

Telstra — principal sponsor

(to December 2007)

e Asics

e Accor — Novotel

e SBS

e Athletics International

¢ Queensland Events

® Brisbane Marketing

¢ City of Melbourne

e Herald Sun

o 3AW

e Cadbury Schweppes

e Australian Commonwealth
Games Association

e Australian Olympic Committee
e Australian Paralympic Committee
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Marketing and Communications (continued)

Australian Sports Commission

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC)
has worked tirelessly with all departments
of Athletics Australia to raise the profile
and funding for our sport in the past
year. With website initiatives and new
signage at meets the focus for the
Marketing department was to raise the
profile of the ASC and its contribution
to Athletics.

Asics

With the launch of the new uniform
in Ostrava for the World Youth
Championships and Osaka for the
Word Championships the Asics brand
was highlighted throughout TV, press
and web coverage of these events. The
new uniform was easily distinguished
from other nations and will be further
improved with truer colours and more
technical materials based on athlete
and stakeholder feedback for the
2009 World Championships.

Asics was also highly visible throughout
the domestic season and in development
programs with prize giveaways, athlete
and coach apparel and other initiatives
to promote the Asics brand and support
our athletes and coaches.

Accor

Our strong relationship with Accor
continued through 2007-2008. Using
the Novotel brand has benefited both
organisations to link the number one
Olympic sport with an Australian
Olympic partner and assisted Athletics
Australia with providing accommodation
support for athletes throughout the
domestic season.

Athletics International

Athletics International, a group

of Australian representative athletes,

has joined forces with Athletics Australia’s
High Performance Youth Development
team to support a mentoring program for
the Under 19 Talent Squad. The program
enables each athlete to be mentored by
an appropriate former athlete in their

state and from a similar discipline where
this is possible. The mentors and mentees
are introduced and come together at
biannual camps where they are supported
in the journey by personal development
sessions. The mentoring program has
been designed by Athletics Australia and
Athletics International to assist these most
talented athletes to take the step to senior
international competition.

Other partners

The 2008 Selection Trials and 86th
Australian Championships were
supported again by Queensland Events
and Brisbane Marketing with whom we
are working strongly to develop the event
and to bring the athletics community
together in Queensland. The City of
Melbourne, the Herald Sun and 3AW
supported the World Athletics Tour meet
in Melbourne with editorial coverage,
promotions and other assistance to
promote the meet and the John Landy
Lunch Club function in Melbourne
Cadbury Schweppes provided water
for each of the Grand Prix and

National Series meets.

Athletics.com.au has continually
progressed and held its position as the
number one athletics website in Australia.
Planned development of the site has seen
some changes trialled and some site
navigation changes in progress to improve
the usability of the site. With just under
3 million page impressions and more than
300,000 unique browsers recorded in the
2007-08 financial year there are some
considerable growth patterns emerging
with the most exciting an average of 12%
monthly, year on year, increase in unique
browsers showing that the audience
reached by the site is growing strongly.
The small decline in page impressions
when set against the strong increase

in unigue browsers indicates usability

is improving. The online advertising on
the site is still building and yet to become

a commercial revenue stream but as
the numbers increase the commercial
outcomes are improving.

In the second year of their appointment
the Jump Media team has continued
relationship building with key media
outlets and strong coverage of both
the domestic season and Australian
athletes competing internationally
ensued. Strategies to build the public
profile of athletes, athletics in general
and to increase event attendances have
been successful. Both the volume and
quality of Australian athletics coverage
has improved with an increase of 90%
in TV news items and 10% in press
items during the 2008 domestic season.
We will continue to work with Jump,
our athletes and coaches, and other
stakeholders to highlight athletics

and our achievements to the general
public through editorial and public
relations efforts throughout the year.

In its second year the John Landy Lunch
Club really came of age. An outstanding
function in Melbourne in February, where
more than 400 guests saw athletics stars
share the stage with head of the London
Organizing Committee Lord Sebastian
Coe, was followed closely by the Club’s
Sydney debut. The World Championships
Dinner in August 2007 was also a
success, with live crosses from Osaka

a highlight. Closer ties have been forged
with Athletics International around these
events, which have assisted in managing
the number of athletics themed events
in the market and increased ticket sales.

During the season corporate guests and
VIP's were hosted at each of the meets.
For the Australian Championships, BHP
Billiton purchased a corporate function
on the final night of competition and two
hundred of their senior executives enjoyed
an outstanding night of competition.
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Remaining on free to air television

has been a priority over the years

and is considered especially important
in sourcing sponsorship and servicing
existing sponsors. After securing better
time slots in the 2007 season leading in
to the World Championships, the traction
and interest in these programs increased
considerably. Unable to secure the
premium afternoon timeslots for the
2008 season, it was decided that we
would decrease the number of programs
aired and hence limit the production
costs, as the available timeslots would
provide lower value. The overall ratings
were consistent with the similar timeslots
in 2006. The 2008 programs were also
broadcast internationally through NHK
and TBS Japanese television who
produced television segments and news
feeds direct into Japan and IEC in Sports
who utilised the footage for the program
World of Athletics, which is distributed
to Argentina, Turkey, Mexico, Kuwait,
Nigeria, Poland, Croatia, Finland,
Portugal, Greece, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Dubai, England, Ireland, Estonia, Qatar,
France, U.A.E., USA, Singapore, China
and Jordan.

Athletics Australia

In this fiscal year the Running

Australia project has progressed to

the establishment of a new structure
to support our “One Sport” philosophy.
The program aims to encompass and
meaningfully engage the recreational
running community as part of athletics
within Australia.

Through a new membership category,
introduced within the respective by-laws
and Member Association Constitutions,
athletics clubs and State Associations
can now connect with stand alone mass
participation events and offer access

to core athletic products.

This creates a process where independent
events involved in athletics contribute

to resources back into the sport instead
of coexisting outside the structure. New
resources are being used to promote
relevant athletics activities, increase
memberships and build stronger
recognition and connection in

the sport to a broader audience.

A reduction in the number of registered
Running Australia events is a result of
a transition. Events and groups who own
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independent recreational running events
have been measured against a criteria,
some of whom fit within core business
have been directed to their State
Association and others do not reflect
the standards required to be associated
with the athletics brand. This is an
ongoing initiative and we will work
with the State Associations to build the
number of events involved by tailoring
relevant packages and benefits for both
events and participants.

Marketing and promoting the sport of
athletics in Australia is a huge task that
we tackle with pride and enthusiasm.

It hinges not only on the dedicated and
creative team at Athletics Australia, but
athletes, coaches, State Associations, clubs,
partners, sponsors and many more. To
everyone who assists us | offer our sincerest
thanks and a commitment to working for
even greater results into the future.

Nicole Roache
Marketing Manager
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Competitions

The earliest Easter for 35 years, 22 March,
in conjunction with World Indoors 7-9
March and World Cross Country 30 March
respectively, provided some challenges to
Athletics Australia in setting the 2007/08
Competition dates. The options available
were either a very late, mid April National
Championships or a slightly early 28
February 1 March Nationals. After
considerable consultation and discussion
the decision was made to choose the
earlier option. On reflection this proved
to be a sound decision and was integral
to an overall program that would lead

to a great year for Australian Athletics.

Coming off a solid domestic program
we saw Tamsyn Lewis achieve Gold at
the World Indoor Championships and
our Women'’s team Bronze at the World
Cross Country.

The domestic circuit was a bit slow to start
with Zatopek and Perth down on numbers
and standard compared to recent years,
with quite a number of our drawcard
athletes on the injury list, most notably
Jana Rawlinson, John Steffensen and
Patrick Johnson. The season really started
to kick into gear post Christmas with the
Sydney Track Classic (National Series Meet)
being a real highlight in January.

Hobart, the Australia Cup and Canberra
National Series Meets all produced great
athletics and set the scene for the coming
Sydney and Melbourne Athletics Grand
Prix meets.

With the National Series meets
providing a solid base of competition
for our elite and developing athletes,
Athletics Australia was again able to
elevate the Sydney (IAAF Area Permit)
and Melbourne (IAAF World Athletics
Tour) meets to a more elite status. These
two meets are the showcase of our sport
providing world-class competition in a
package that is attractive to spectators,
media and television audiences. A total
of $350,000 in prize money was available
over these two meets, $100,000 in

Sydney and $250,000 in Melbourne.
This was the highest total ever offered
in the form of prize money on the
Australian domestic circuit.

A good sized crowd of close to 6000
at the Sydney Grand Prix was treated
to some great performances from our
athletes, highlights being the Women'’s
800 and Men’s 1500. With internationals
from 12 countries competing, the
headline act was World and Olympic
400 metre Champion Jeremy Wariner.

The Melbourne IAAF World Athletics
Tour meeting in 2008 featured the
World's fastest man, Asafa Powell, and
400 metre great Jeremy Wariner and
attracted one of the biggest spectator
crowds on record and easily the biggest
since 1999 with over 10,000 attending.

Participation numbers in many of
the State Championships were up
on previous years and the Under 20
and Under 23 Championships held
on the Gold Coast was an outstanding
success with the number of Under 20
athletes competing at record levels.

Athletics Australia also continued to
support athletes’ travel to National Series
and Grand Prix meets. In total $150,000
in flights was available for athletes who
met specific performance standards.

The 86th Australian Athletics
Championships were staged in Brisbane
over three days. In order to better facilitate
athlete performances the decision was
made to conduct the Championships over
Thursday to Saturday, allowing most finals
to be run at night. There were some great
performances and competition at the
Championships, as you would expect in
an Olympic year, the highlight undoubtedly
being Jarrod Bannister’s world leading
throw of 89.02m in the Javelin.

Following is a list of the competitions
organised or supported by Athletics
Australia over the 2007/2008
Athletics Season.

2007

Sunday 1 July: Telstra Australian
Half Marathon Championships,
Gold Coast, QLD

Saturday 1 September:

Telstra Australian Cross Country
Championships and Australian All
Schools Cross Country Championships
Alderbury Reserve, Floreat Park, WA

Sunday 2 September:

Telstra Australian Road Walking
Championships and Australian Junior
Road Walking Championships, Alderbury
Reserve, Floreat Park, WA

Sunday 23 September: Telstra
Australian Marathon Championships,
Sydney, NSW

Fri-Sun 16-18 November: Telstra
Australian Athletes with a Disability
Underage Championships, AlS Track,
Bruce ACT

Sunday 2 December: Ron Clarke Classic
— National Series Meet, Geelong, VIC

Thu-Sun 6-9 December: Telstra
Australian All Schools and Youth
Athletics Championships, SOPAC, NSW

Monday 10 December: Schools
Knockout National Final, Sydney
Olympic Park Athletic Centre, NSW

Thursday 13 December: Telstra Zatopek
Classic — National Series Meet Australian
and Championships for Men & Women
Open & Under 23 1000m, Melbourne
Olympic Park VIC

Sat-Sun 15-16 December: Telstra
Australian Under 18 & Under 16
Combined Events Championships,
AlS Track, Bruce, ACT

Saturday 15 December: Drug Free
Track & Field Classic — National Series
Meet, Perth, WA

Sunday 16 December: Telstra Australian
Men’s 50km Road Walking Championship,
Albert Park, Melbourne, VIC



www.athletics.com.au

Athletics Australia

Josh Hall takes.Bronze in thesHigh Jump at the IAAE

2008

Saturday 12 January: Sydney Track
Classic — National Series Meet, Sydney
Olympic Park Athletics Centre, NSW

Friday 18 January: Graeme Briggs
Memorial Track Classic — National Series
Meet, Domain Athletics Centre, Hobart

Sat-Sun 19-20 January: Australian
Club Championships and Australian
Relay Championships, Domain Athletics
Centre, Hobart, TAS

Saturday 26 January: Canberra
Athletics Classic — National Series Meet,
Canberra, ACT

Saturday 2 February: Brisbane —
Australian Athletics Cup (State Teams

Match) incorporating Australian
Interstate Youth (Under 18) Match,
QSAC, Nathan, QLD

Saturday 16 February: Sydney Athletics
Grand Prix, Sydney Olympic Park Athletics
Centre, NSW

Thursday 21 February: Melbourne
Athletics Grand Prix (IAAF WAT,
Melbourne Olympic Park, VIC

Saturday 23 February: Australian
20km Road Walking Championships,
Albert Park, Melbourne, VIC

Thurs-Sat 28 Feb-1 Mar: Selection Trials
& 86th Australian Athletics Championships,
Incorporating Australian Interstate Youth
(Under 18) Match, QSAC, Nathan, QLD
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Thurs-Fri 28-29 Feb: Australian Open,
Under 23 & Under 20 Combined Events
Championships, QSAC, Nathan, QLD

Saturday 8 March: Australian Selection
Trials for the 2008 World Cross Country
Championships, Canberra, ACT

Fri-Sun 14-16 March: Australian Under
20 Championships; All Schools Under 20
Championships; and Australian Under
23 Championships, Griffith University,
Gold Coast, QLD

David Gynther
Competitions Manager
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Development

Development has been focusing on three
main areas in the 2007/08 financial year
the STAR program, Athletics for the
Outback and the Jump Start to London
(JSTL) 2012 program.

It has been a very busy year with the
STAR program going through a major
makeover and update. First produced
in 2004 the resource is a one-stop shop
for school teachers and coaches alike
to have an interactive DVD that clearly
outlines each event offered by schools
to students. We were lucky to have a
number of elite coaches who gave their
time and expertise in producing the disc.
It covers all aspects of track and field
including how to officiate and how to
mark a 400m and 300m track. The 2008
version of the resource has many hours
footage of track and field events and
covers basic biomechanics of each event.
The resource has been sent to 3200
Australian secondary schools. It is hoped
the program will help students to enjoy
athletics in and out of the classroom.

Athletics for the Outback is a fast
growing program that provides education
and opportunities to remote regions
of Australia and gives athletes the
opportunity to compete at metropolitan
venues. The program delivers education
program with the assistance of the
Australian Track and Field Coaches
Association, giving local communities
the skills and resources to deliver
athletics as a year round sport. Visits
were conducted in to Halls Creek WA,
Normanton, Far North Queensland
and the highlight was Leigh Creek
who had a visit from Kyle Vander Kuyp
and Catherine Freeman. This was a
very exciting time for the students of
community of Leigh Creek who have
been involved along with Oodnadatta
and Marree in the Outback program
from its beginnings. Pleasing to note was
the attendance of former students from
Marree at the coach education course.

The Athletics for the Outback challenge
was also a big success and linked the
remote communities in an Internet
athletics competition. The reward for
these students was to travel to Newcastle,
NSW, to compete in the Indigenous
Championships in a state clash. This has
been developing over the past three years
and in 2007 we had 6 interstate teams
compete with a total of 45 students. For
many of the students this is the first time
competing on a “red track” and is a very
exciting time for them. The program also
hosts an Indigenous camp in Scotts Head
NSW in August each year and again is
supported by our elite athletes such as
Benn Harradine and Kyle Vander Kuyp.
The Australian Sports Commission assists
with testing and biomechanical analysis
for the athletes. They are encouraged
to find coaches and to also compete at
events such as the NSW State Schools
Championships and ultimately the
Athletics Australia National All Schools
Championships. Other events supported
through the Athletics for the Outback
program are the Nura Marni Carnival

in Campbelltown and the Marree
Aboriginal school-coaching program.

The jewel in the Indigenous development
program is the Jump Start to London
2012 (JSTL) talent Identification and
development program. This is funded
by the Australian Sports Commission as
a talent program to fast track Indigenous
athletes onto the 2012 London Olympic
team. The program has over 110
Indigenous athletes registered. The
athletes are placed in tiers according

to their age and developmental stage.
The top tier is the Platinum level, which
provides athletes with, among other
things, a strong support network through
coaching and extended competition
experience. The lowest tier is supported
at a local level through camps and
education programs. In 2007/08 the
program had many highlights including
52 qualified athletes for national

championships (All Schools, Under
20’s, 23's and Open Nationals). From
the qualified athletes 30 placed in the
top 3 in finals. The program also saw
Otis Gowa win the Singapore National
100m Open men’s title and to cap off
a fantastic season, Otis won the Open
men’s 100m title in Brisbane with Jacob
Groth placing second. Otis, Jacob and
Peter Tuccandidgee were included in
the National 100m relay squad and
experienced athletics at the very highest
level. Otis travelled to Osaka, Japan, to
compete in the Grand Prix meet along
with Laura Whaler who won the Under
23's women'’s 100m and 200m titles.

A small group travelled to Beijing, China
for the Olympic test event giving them an
early taste of what to expect in London.
Ray Williams, Joshua Ahwong and Rodney
Blair qualified for the Commonwealth
Youth Games taking place in Pune, India,
in October 2008.

The JSTL squad supported the domestic
season with the highlight being Otis
placing third in the Melbourne World
Athletic Tour 200m final. Ray Williams
competed against Jeremy Wariner

in Sydney with other team members
meeting Asafa Powell and his training
squad. The program has had a fantastic
start and we are looking forward to
another successful season in 2008/09.

Sally Mc Grady
Development Manager
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Life Governors
and Merit
Award Holders

Elected by AAU of A

Mr Hugh R Weir CBE*

Mr C Ronald Aitken CBE*
Mr Arthur J Hodsdon MBE*
Mr Norman G Hutton*

Mr Leonard B Curnow OBE*
Mr Robert E Graham OBE*
Mr F Theo Treacy OBE*

Mr George Soper*

Mr C Herbert Gardiner QJIM*

Elected by AWAAU

Mrs Doris | Magee AM MBE*
Miss Gwen Bull OAM*

Miss Nellie Gould OAM BEM*
Miss Lillian M Neville OAM*
Mrs Doris Mulcahy-Willson*
Mrs Mavis M Ebzery OAM*
Mrs Mabel E Robinson MBE*
Mrs Maisie McQuiston BEM*
Mrs Margaret Cahill OAM*
Mr H George Carruthers MBE*
Mrs Joyce P Bonwick OAM

Elected by Athletics Australia
Mr Thomas C Blue AM BEM*
Mr Clive D Lee AM

Mrs Flo Wrighter OAM BEM*
Mr Noel J Ruddock AM

Mr Graeme T Briggs AM*

Mrs Brenda J Pearl OAM

Mrs Stella McMinn AM

Mr Frederick W Napier OAM*
Hon Allan W McDonald QC
Mr George W Tempest

Mr John D Bailey AM

Mr Paul Jenes

Mrs Margaret L Mahony OAM
Mr Denis P Wilson AM

Mrs Gwen Chester*

Ms Ronda M Jenkins

(1957)
(1965)
(1965)
(1968)
(1968)
(1968)
(1969)
(1969)
(1974)

(1962)
(1962)
(1962)
(1962)
(1964)
(1967)
(1973)
(1971)
(1972)
(1977)
(1978)

(1980)
(1984)
(1986)
(1989)
(1990)
(1992)
(1992)
(1992)
(1993)
(1994)
(1995)
(1995)
(1997)
(1997)
(1998)
(2002)

Mrs Jill Huxley

Mr Reginald H Brandis
Mr David A Prince OAM
Mr Brian S Roe

Elected by Athletics Australia
Mr Julius L Patching AO OBE (V)
Mrs Phyllis Andersson (V)

Mrs Jean Harmey (N)

Mrs Noella M Greenham OAM (S)

Mrs Pat Peters AM (S)

Mrs Amy Burow (V)

Mrs Jean Gell OAM (V)

Mrs Joyce Davis MBE (V)

Mrs Elva Schulz (Q)

Mrs Joan M Cross OAM (Q)
Mr Everard Bartholomeusz (Q)
Miss Marion J Patterson OAM (V)
Mrs Joyce M Petfield OAM (Q)*
Ms Marlene Mathews AO (N)
Mr Robin K Hood AM (T)

Mr Peter W Lucas (N)

Mrs Eileen D Murphy OAM (Q)
Mr Murray R Aitken (S)

Dr John A Daly OAM (S)

Mr Laurie A Hutton (N)

Mr Donald W Jowett OAM (Q)
Mr Daryl P Cross (Q)

Mr lan Galbraith (A)

Dr Brian Hodgson (V)

Mrs Pamela Turney OAM (V)
Mr L Roy Boyd OAM (V)

Mr Peter | Hamilton (N)

Mrs Rosemary Owens OAM (N)
Mr Dave B Cundy (A)

Ms Lorraine Morgan AM (V)
Mr Greg Gilbert (A)

Mr Geoffrey Martin (N)

Ms Janelle Eldridge (N)

Mr lan RP White (N)

Mr David Culbert (V)

2003)
2005)
2008)
2008)

o~~~ —~

(1968)
(1971)
(1971)
(1973)
(1973)
(1974)
(1974)
(1975)
(1978)
(1985)
(1986)
(1986)
(1987)
(1988)
(1989)
(1989)
(1990)
(1993)
(1993)
(1993)
(1993)

(1997)
(2002)
(2003)
(2003)
(2004)
(2004)
(2006)

Mr P Wayne Fletcher (T)

Mr Maurie Plant (V)

Mr Christopher Wilson (T)

Mr Peter Bowman (N)

Mr Patrick A Clohessy AM (Q)
Mr Ronald J Crawford OAM (N)
Mrs Lynette M Foreman (W)
Mrs Patricia A Kinnane (Q)
Mr Alan G Launder AM (S)
Mr Anthony L Rice (Q)

Ms Pam Ryan AM MBE (V)
Mr Neville Sillitoe (V)

Mr Trevor A Vincent OAM (V)

Elected by the Amateur Athletic Union

of Australia 1968-1978

Mr JB (Jim) Barlow (Q)*

Mr EW (Bill) Barwick MBE (T)*
Mr Reginald Clemson (V)*

Mr TB (Tom) Dodds (S)*

Mr HJ (Harry) Eastaughffe (Q)*
Mr JK (Keith) Faulkner (S)*

Mr CH (Bert) Gardiner QJM (V)*
Mr TF (Ted) Hantke (W)*

Mr Charles HF Morgan (S)*
Mr AE (Alf) Robinson (V)*

Mr FA (Fred) Rose (T)*

Mr Victor B Sharp MBE (S)*
Mr WC (Bill) Thompson (Q)*
Mr FT (Theo) Treacy OBE (W)*
Mr PS (Phil) McCavanagh (S)*

Mr H George Carruthers MBE (N)*

Mr RC (Dick) Corish BEM (N)*
Mr Herbert J Lowe OBE (S)*
Mr George B Stringer (V)*
Mr Raymund PB White (N)*
Mr JE (Jack) Draper (V)*

Mr PD (Pat) Walsh (N)*

Mr JH (Jack) Hanman (N)*

(1970)
(1970)
(1970)
(1970)
(1970)
(1971)
(1971)
(1972)



Mr JW (Jack) Cook (Q)* (1973)
Mr WW (Wally) Huxley (Q)* (1973)
Mr Eric R Goodwin (Q)* (1974)
Mr Eddie Moore (V)* (1974)
Mr Ray C Frith OAM (N)* (1975)
Mr Noel J Ruddock AM (T) (1975)
Mr John D Bailey AM (Q) (1976)
Mr Alex H Mclvor (S)* (1976)
Mr FJW (Fred) Budge (S)* (1977)

Mr Frederick W Napier OAM (W)* (1977)
Mr ED (Ted) Eastham (V)* (1978)
Mr ER (Ray) Graham OAM (S)* (1978)

Elected by the Australian Women's
Amateur Athletic Union 1971-1978

Mrs Gladys Armstrong (V)* (1971)
Mrs Joyce P Bonwick OAM (Q) (1971)
Mrs Doris Clarke (N)* (1971)
Mrs Zora Fibbins OAM (N)* (1971)
Mrs Edna Godfrey (N)* (1971)
Miss Nellie Gould OAM BEM (N)* (1971)
Mrs Lillian Kavanagh (S)* (1971)
Mrs Aileen Kennedy BEM (V)* (1971)
Mrs Yvonne Lanyon-Owen (Q)*  (1971)
Mrs Emily McBeth (V)* (1971)
Mrs Stella McMinn AM (Q) (1971)
Mrs Doris | Magee AM MBE (N)*  (1971)
Miss Lillian M Neville OAM (V)*  (1971)
Mrs Mabel E Robinson MBE (V)*  (1971)
Mrs Gladys Rose (V)* (1971)
Mrs Grace Sheldon (N)* (1971)
Mrs Dorothy Spittles (Q)* (1971)
Mrs Doreen Stanton (V)* (1971)
Mrs Flo Wrighter OAM BEM (N)*  (1971)

Mrs Margaret Cahill OAM (S)* (
Mrs Mavis M Ebzery OAM (T)* (
Mrs Gwen Chester (W)* (
Mrs Nea Edwards (N)* (1973)
Mrs Martha Fraser (V)* (
Mrs Phyllis M McWillie (W)* (
Mrs Iris Bennett (V)* (
Mrs Lena Berzinski (V)* (

Mrs Doris Davis (V)*

Mrs Nancy Keily (V)*

Mrs Maisie McQuiston BEM (V)*
Miss Evelyn Morris (V)*

Mrs Faye Venn (V)*

Mrs June Saunders (V)*

Mrs Errol Clay (W)*

Mrs Marjorie Fitzgibbons (N)*
Mrs Doris (Dot) Barnes (S)*
Mrs Brenda J Pearl OAM (S)
Mrs Nell Davey (N)*

Mrs Yvonne Neasbey (N)*
Mrs Gerida Bergman (N)*
Mrs Marion Cuthbert (N)*

Elected by Athletics Australia
1979-2007

Mr Harold L Ralph OAM (N)*
Mr CA (Froggy) Wise (T)*

Mrs Molly Heffernan OAM (S)*
Mr Graeme T Briggs AM (T)*
Mr Douglas G Ferrier (V)*
Mr J D (Jack) Forrest (Q)*

Mr Donald F Bell OAM (V)*
Mr Henri J Schubert MBE (V)*
Mr George W Tempest (W)
Mr Frank J Day OAM (W)*
Mr ES (Sam) Martin (Q)*

Mr Paul Jenes (V)

Mr RW (Rick) Pannell (V)*
Mrs Wendy M Ey BEM (S)*

(1974)
(1974)
(1974)
(1974)
(1974)
(1974)
(1975)
(1975)
(1976)
(1976)
(1977)
(1977)
(1978)
(1978)

(1979)
(1979)
(1980)
(1981)
(1984)
(1984)
(1985)
(1987)
(1990)
(1991)
(1991)
(1992)
(1992)
(1993)

Mr AK (Scotchy) Gordon OAM (S)* (1994)

Mr Jess Jarver OAM (S)*

(1994)

Mrs Margaret L Mahony OAM (V) (1994)

Mr Denis P Wilson AM (A)
Mrs Jill Huxley (N)

Mr Brian S Roe (T)

Mr Reginald H Brandis (Q)
Ms Ronda M Jenkins (V)

* Deceased

(1994)
(1996)
(1996)
(1998)
(1998)
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